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meetings of the panel were held in March, April, and July 1981. The last of
these took place at the National Center for Atmospheric Research, and we
appreciate greatly the center's hospitality and the opportunity for discussions
with its expert research staff. Staff support for the panel's work was provided
by Robert S. Chen and John S. Perry of the CB staff, and Doris Bouadjemi
and Sally Larisch speedily processed innumerable corrections and interim
drafts. The panel is most grateful for the contributions of the invited experts
who assisted in its work and are cited in the list of its members. In particular,
V. Ramanathan and Stephen H. Schneider made major contributions to the
discussion of energy-balance models. The panel's draft report was reviewed
by members of the original Charney panel, other experts, the panel's parent
committees, and the NRC'S Report Review Committee.

The report discusses at length two recent studies that have concluded that
the effect of increased CO2 on surface temperatures will be much less than
estimated by the majority of the scientific community. The panel believes
that these studies are flawed and incomplete, and the report attempts to
identify clearly their deficiencies. The authors of the dissenting studies were
provided with an opportunity to review the panel's report but remain
unconvinced. Ultimately, of course, nature will reveal to us all the truth.

The panel believes that, with the rapid rate of development of some of the
scientific foundations on which firmer conclusions can be drawn, the problem
will warrant periodic reassessments.

Joseph Smagorinsky, Chairman
COn/Climate Review Panel